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Alex Jones’s Infowars media outlet has agreed to pay artist Matt Furie to settle a copyright

infringement lawsuit over Infowars’s unauthorized sale of a poster featuring Furie’s iconic “Pepe the

Frog” character. Infowars made approximately $14,000 selling the poster, and has agreed to pay all

of those profits and more to Furie, for a total settlement of $15,000. 

Since 2017, Furie, under the representation of WilmerHale, has aggressively enforced his

intellectual property rights, using legal action where necessary, to end the misappropriation of Pepe

the Frog by the “alt-right.” He successfully stopped use of Pepe by Richard Spencer’s AltRight.com,

Arktos Media, Baked Alaska, the r/The_Donald Reddit forum, and neo-Nazi website The Daily

Stormer, among others. 

In early 2018, Furie sued Infowars for copyright infringement. Infowars’s online store was selling a

poster featuring Pepe alongside Alex Jones, President Donald Trump and other figures. Infowars

eventually stopped selling the poster but refused to pay Furie for its infringement, vowing instead to

fight the lawsuit on the grounds of free speech and “fair use,” claiming that Pepe’s fame as an

internet meme made it free to use for anyone. In May 2019, a federal judge in Los Angeles, where

the lawsuit was pending, rejected Infowars’s motion for judgment on its “fair use” defense, and set

the case for trial in July. Furie expected to ask the jury to force Infowars to turn over all of its profits

from its sale of the poster—roughly $14,000. 

Rather than proceed with trial, Infowars agreed to pay Furie a total of $15,000—more than Infowars

had even made selling the poster. In addition, under the terms of the settlement, Infowars must

destroy all remaining Pepe posters, and must never sell anything featuring Pepe again. 

Furie was very pleased with the result. “Infowars had said it planned to ‘free Pepe once and for all,’

but it backed down rather than face trial and lose,” said Louis Tompros, WilmerHale’s lead lawyer

representing Furie. “If anyone thinks they can make money selling unauthorized Pepe merchandise,

they’re wrong. Mr. Furie will continue to enforce his copyrights, particularly against anyone trying to

profit by associating Pepe with hateful images or ideas.” 

The WilmerHale team on the case was led by Tompros and included Don Steinberg, Nancy
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Schroeder, Will Kinder and Stephanie Lin.

Wilmer Cutler Pickering Hale and Dorr LLP is a Delaware limited liability partnership. WilmerHale principal law offices: 60 State Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02109, +1 617 526 6000; 2100 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW,
Washington, DC 20037, +1 202 663 6000. Our United Kingdom office is operated under a separate Delaware limited liability partnership of solicitors and registered foreign lawyers authorized and regulated by the Solicitors
Regulation Authority (SRA No. 287488). Our professional rules can be found at www.sra.org.uk/solicitors/code-of-conduct.page. A list of partners and their professional qualifications is available for inspection at our UK office. This
material is for general informational purposes only and does not represent our advice as to any particular set of facts; nor does it represent any undertaking to keep recipients advised of all legal developments. Prior results do not
guarantee a similar outcome. © 2004-2025 Wilmer Cutler Pickering Hale and Dorr LLP

https://www.wilmerhale.com/en/people/stephanie-lin

