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On Wednesday, only days after the arrest of a suspected double agent working for a German foreign
intelligence agency, news broke of a second suspected US spy, this time involved with the German
defense ministry. The following day, the US intelligence chief in Berlin was expelled from the country
in an emphatic statement from the German government. As the most powerful foreign policy actor in
Europe, Germany has long been an important ally to the United States on issues ranging from Russian
aggression in Ukraine to the ongoing Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership talks. However,
combined with revelations on NSA spying last autumn, the latest disclosure has triggered a fierce
debate in Germany on the future of its relationship with the United States. German Chancellor Angela
Merkel has weighed in on the scandal as “a clear contradiction as to what I regard as trusting
cooperation between agencies and partners,” and other officials in the German government have
suggested that the damage done to the German-American alliance is irreparable. 

To discuss the impact of the recent revelations on the German-American partnership, with
consideration from both the US and German perspectives, the Atlantic Council will host a members’
conference call with Annette Heuser, executive director of the Bertelsmann Foundation and
Ambassador Robert Kimmitt, senior international counsel for Wilmer Cutler Pickering Hale and Dorr,
LLP. The event will be moderated by Atlantic Council President and CEO Fred Kempe.
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Company Structure, Formation & Corporate Basics
Learn about incorporating your business, non-competes, licensing your IP and decision-
making processes

Founders
Explore topics related to allocating equity, vesting terms, tax implications, IP ownership,
compensation and employment agreements

The Team - Employees & Consultants
Dive into employee compensation, hiring foreign employees and hiring before securing
funding

Board of Directors & Advisors
Find out about board membership and roles, and advisory board setup and
compensation

Equity Incentives
Understand vesting restrictions and terms, options and restricted stock, and tax
differences between ISOs and NSOs

Raising Capital & Securing Funding
Position your company for success with information on how to raise capital and secure
funding from banks, VCs, friends and family

Types of Investors
Learn about the differences between bank loans, foreign investors, crowdsourcing,
crowdfunding, angels and VCs
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Financing Terms & Structures
Explore information related convertible debt, preferred stock term sheets and valuation
caps on convertible notes

General
Expand your understanding of IP ownership, terms of service and privacy policies, open
source software and more

Patents
Dig deep into information related to if and when to file, to the difference between
provisional and utility patents

Trademarks
Explore the best way to obtain a trademark and the difference between a domain name
and a trademark

Trade Secrets
Uncover little-known information related to NDAs and patent filings

Copyrights
Read about copyright protection and how to register a copyright

Licensing
Get up to speed on how to grant exclusivity to a reseller, OEM or distributer, license
agreement terms, and licensing IP from a university or hospital

General Topics
Time to grow? Learn about taking funds from a strategic investor and international
expansion

Sale
Explore how to prepare for due diligence, guidance on selling your business and hiring an
investment banker
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IPO
Time to take your company public? Prepare your company properly
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Wilmer Cutler Pickering Hale and Dorr LLP is a Delaware limited liability partnership. WilmerHale principal law offices: 60 State Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02109, +1 617 526 6000; 2100 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW,
Washington, DC 20037, +1 202 663 6000. Our United Kingdom office is operated under a separate Delaware limited liability partnership of solicitors and registered foreign lawyers authorized and regulated by the Solicitors
Regulation Authority (SRA No. 287488). Our professional rules can be found at www.sra.org.uk/solicitors/code-of-conduct.page. A list of partners and their professional qualifications is available for inspection at our UK office. In
Beijing, we are registered to operate as a Foreign Law Firm Representative Office. This material is for general informational purposes only and does not represent our advice as to any particular set of facts; nor does it represent
any undertaking to keep recipients advised of all legal developments. Prior results do not guarantee a similar outcome. © 2004-2024 Wilmer Cutler Pickering Hale and Dorr LLP
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