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Franca Harris Gutierrez, Sharon Cohen Levin, Bradford Hardin, Jennifer Jacoby Altscher, Zachary

Goldman and Nicholas Simons have authored a global-wide chapter in The International

Comparative Legal Guide to Fintech 2018. Published by Global Legal Group Ltd (GLG), this is the

second edition of GLG’s Fintech series which provides practical cross-border insight into Fintech

around the globe.

In this article entitled “US Regulation of Cryptocurrency as a Type of Financial Technology,” the

WilmerHale Fintech lawyers explain how government agencies have adapted existing regulatory

frameworks to cryptocurrency. After briefly describing how regulators have approached issues of

consumer and investor protection, the bulk of the article focuses on the application of anti-money

laundering (“AML”) and US economic sanctions laws and regulations to cryptocurrency. In

addressing new cryptocurrency technology and products, government agencies have not advocated

for new laws or issued new regulations. Rather, they have interpreted existing requirements through

guidance and enforcement actions to announce their determination that cryptocurrencies are

subject to existing legal obligations.

PARTNER

Chair, Financial Institutions
Practice

Co-Chair, Securities and
Financial Regulation Practice

PARTNER

Co-Chair, Blockchain and
Cryptocurrency Working Group

Authors

Franca Harris
Gutierrez

franca.gutierrez@wilmerhale.com

+1 202 663 6557

Zachary Goldman

zachary.goldman@wilmerhale.com

+1 212 295 6309

Wilmer Cutler Pickering Hale and Dorr LLP is a Delaware limited liability partnership. WilmerHale principal law offices: 60 State Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02109, +1 617 526 6000; 2100 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW,
Washington, DC 20037, +1 202 663 6000. Our United Kingdom office is operated under a separate Delaware limited liability partnership of solicitors and registered foreign lawyers authorized and regulated by the Solicitors
Regulation Authority (SRA No. 287488). Our professional rules can be found at www.sra.org.uk/solicitors/code-of-conduct.page. A list of partners and their professional qualifications is available for inspection at our UK office. In
Beijing, we are registered to operate as a Foreign Law Firm Representative Office. This material is for general informational purposes only and does not represent our advice as to any particular set of facts; nor does it represent
any undertaking to keep recipients advised of all legal developments. Prior results do not guarantee a similar outcome. © 2004-2024 Wilmer Cutler Pickering Hale and Dorr LLP

https://www.wilmerhale.com/en/
https://iclg.com/practice-areas/fintech-laws-and-regulations/2u-s-regulation-of-cryptocurrency-as-a-type-of-financial-technology
https://www.wilmerhale.com/en/people/franca-gutierrez
mailto:franca.gutierrez@wilmerhale.com
https://www.wilmerhale.com/en/people/zachary-goldman
mailto:zachary.goldman@wilmerhale.com

