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A $1.67 billion patent-infringement verdict against Abbott Laboratories was

overturned on February 23, 2011 by a federal appeals court. The judgment

overturns a June 2009 ruling in favor of Johnson & Johnson related to

patents on Abbott’s bestselling drug Humira®. 

In 2007, Centocor, a subsidiary of Johnson & Johnson, sued Abbott in the

US District Court for the Eastern District of Texas, contending that its

patents covered human antibodies such as Humira. WilmerHale undertook

the defense for Abbott and was successful in two separate arbitrations in

establishing that a portion of Humira sales were free from suit. In the

summer of 2009, the case proceeded to trial before a Texas jury with respect

to the remaining Humira sales. After five trial days, however, the jury found

for Centocor and awarded it $1.67 billion in damages, the largest verdict in

patent history. 

WilmerHale then appealed to the US Court of Appeals for the Federal

Circuit. On February 23, almost four years after the firm was first retained,

the court issued its opinion, agreeing with Abbott and ruling that

Centocor's patent was invalid. 
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This victory is the result of the work of more than a dozen WilmerHale

lawyers and staff on the trial, arbitration and appellate teams. Those

individuals include Partners William Lee, William McElwain, Amy

Wigmore and Jamie Wisz; Counsels Amanda Major and Thomas Saunders;

Senior Associates Arthur Coviello, Anne McLaughlin, Jacob Oyloe, and Ali

Shah; and Maria Vento and Jamaica Szeliga.

Wilmer Cutler Pickering Hale and Dorr LLP is a Delaware limited liability partnership. WilmerHale principal law offices: 60 State Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02109, +1 617 526 6000; 2100 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW,
Washington, DC 20037, +1 202 663 6000. Our United Kingdom office is operated under a separate Delaware limited liability partnership of solicitors and registered foreign lawyers authorized and regulated by the Solicitors
Regulation Authority (SRA No. 287488). Our professional rules can be found at www.sra.org.uk/solicitors/code-of-conduct.page. A list of partners and their professional qualifications is available for inspection at our UK office. In
Beijing, we are registered to operate as a Foreign Law Firm Representative Office. This material is for general informational purposes only and does not represent our advice as to any particular set of facts; nor does it represent
any undertaking to keep recipients advised of all legal developments. Prior results do not guarantee a similar outcome. © 2004-2024 Wilmer Cutler Pickering Hale and Dorr LLP

http://www.wilmerhale.com/william_lee/
http://www.wilmerhale.com/william_mcelwain/
http://www.wilmerhale.com/amy_wigmore/
http://www.wilmerhale.com/jamie_wisz/
http://www.wilmerhale.com/amanda_major/
http://www.wilmerhale.com/thomas_saunders/
http://www.wilmerhale.com/arthur_coviello/
http://www.wilmerhale.com/jacob_oyloe/

