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On February 26, 2014, WilmerHale’s Washington DC office hosted a special presentation by

Vermont Attorney General William Sorrell addressing the growing phenomenon of abuses by

“patent assertion entities” (PAEs), known more informally as “patent trolls.”

Attorney General Sorrell, who has emerged as a national leader in state efforts to combat patent

trolls, provided his singular insight into Vermont’s campaign to address what has become a “main

street” problem—as PAEs have begun to target small businesses and nonprofits, not just large

companies. Attendees from many of the firm’s key technology clients gathered in WilmerHale’s

Washington DC, New York, Boston and Palo Alto offices for the telecast presentation, in which

Attorney General Sorrell detailed the first-of-its-kind lawsuit he filed in May 2013 against a nationally

known patent troll, alleging unfair and deceptive acts under Vermont’s Consumer Protection Act.

Vermont’s legal offensive against PAEs is being echoed in enforcement actions in Nebraska, New

York and Minnesota, as state attorneys general band together in what has become a nationwide

initiative. Attorney General Sorrell referenced the December 2013 letter signed by attorneys general

from 42 states publicly supporting the US Federal Trade Commission’s proposed nationwide

investigation of PAEs, as well as a letter to Congress signed by the same group just two days

before the WilmerHale presentation, supporting federal patent reform efforts and noting the

importance of state enforcement authority over unfair and deceptive demand letters.

WilmerHale Partners Ken Salazar and Cindy Vreeland—the leaders of WilmerHale’s new

interdisciplinary Patent Troll Initiative—headed up the “patent troll” event. The working group brings

together the firm’s IP litigation prowess and its strength in the government and regulatory arena to

help clients address the challenges posed by PAEs to large companies and small businesses

alike.
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From left to right: Vermont Attorney General William Sorrell and Partner Ken Salazar lead discussion

during the “Patent Troll” webinar, held at the firm's Washington DC office.

Wilmer Cutler Pickering Hale and Dorr LLP is a Delaware limited liability partnership. WilmerHale principal law offices: 60 State Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02109, +1 617 526 6000; 2100 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW,
Washington, DC 20037, +1 202 663 6000. Our United Kingdom office is operated under a separate Delaware limited liability partnership of solicitors and registered foreign lawyers authorized and regulated by the Solicitors
Regulation Authority (SRA No. 287488). Our professional rules can be found at www.sra.org.uk/solicitors/code-of-conduct.page. A list of partners and their professional qualifications is available for inspection at our UK office. In
Beijing, we are registered to operate as a Foreign Law Firm Representative Office. This material is for general informational purposes only and does not represent our advice as to any particular set of facts; nor does it represent
any undertaking to keep recipients advised of all legal developments. Prior results do not guarantee a similar outcome. © 2004-2024 Wilmer Cutler Pickering Hale and Dorr LLP


