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On Friday, May 25, 2001, after a two-week-long trial, a ten-member jury sitting in the United States

District Court for the District of Massachusetts returned a unanimous verdict in favor of Hale and

Dorr’s client, Texas Instruments (T.I.) / Unitrode. The jury found T.I. not liable for inducing T.I.’s

customers to infringe a patent owned by the plaintiff, Vicor, relating to electrical power converters.

This was a particularly challenging case. In pre-trial proceedings, the Court had found that four of

T.I.’s customers had infringed Vicor’s patent directly, by using T.I.’s integrated circuit chips in the

manner shown in T.I.’s advertising and taught at T.I.’s design seminars. The Court also found that

T.I. had infringed the patent directly. The jury was informed of the Court’s findings of direct

infringement. The only liability question remaining for the jury was whether T.I. had aided its

customers’ direct infringement by selling the integrated circuit chips, by advertising the chips for use

in the infringing manner and by teaching design seminars on how to use the chips in the infringing

manner. Hale and Dorr argued, among other things, that T.I.’s notices to its customers, stating that

use of the chips may infringe patents owned by others and advising customers to seek their own

legal advice regarding their intended use of the chips, demonstrated T.I.’s lack of intent to induce

any resulting infringement.

Vicor was vigorously represented on litigation and patent issues by Goodwin Procter and by Fish

and Richardson. During the course of trial, Vicor stated to the Court that hundreds of millions of

dollars were at stake in this case. Vicor asked the jury to "send a message" to T.I. that it should not

"steal" the inventions of other companies. Vicor stressed that it was a local, Andover, company that

employed thousands of people in the Commonwealth. Vicor further attempted to sway the jury with

the story of how Vicor grew to become a company worth hundreds of millions of dollars, on the

basis of the patent-in-suit, from the humble beginnings of its CEO, the inventor of the patent, who

had come to the United States by "literally hitchhiking on a freighter." The jury discounted Vicor’s

pleas and found in favor of T.I.

Wayne Stoner, Dominic Massa, Liz Rogers and Patty Slentz-Howard tried the case for T.I.

Wilmer Cutler Pickering Hale and Dorr LLP is a Delaware limited liability partnership. WilmerHale principal law offices: 60 State Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02109, +1 617 526 6000; 2100 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW,
Washington, DC 20037, +1 202 663 6000. Our United Kingdom office is operated under a separate Delaware limited liability partnership of solicitors and registered foreign lawyers authorized and regulated by the Solicitors
Regulation Authority (SRA No. 287488). Our professional rules can be found at www.sra.org.uk/solicitors/code-of-conduct.page. A list of partners and their professional qualifications is available for inspection at our UK office. In
Beijing, we are registered to operate as a Foreign Law Firm Representative Office. This material is for general informational purposes only and does not represent our advice as to any particular set of facts; nor does it represent
any undertaking to keep recipients advised of all legal developments. Prior results do not guarantee a similar outcome. © 2004-2024 Wilmer Cutler Pickering Hale and Dorr LLP

https://www.wilmerhale.com/en/
http://www.wilmerhale.com/biographies/biographies/whAttorneyDetail.aspx?id=bcdf6fb0-6c13-45d1-9023-dfd492fedd2b

