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WilmerHale is very pleased to announce that Andrew E. Shipley, one of the nation's leading

government contracts practitioners, has joined the firm.

Most recently chair of the government contracts practice at an Am Law 100 firm, Mr. Shipley brings to

WilmerHale his deep and broad understanding of litigation, counseling and investigations related to

federal government contracts, as well as significant commercial litigation experience. He also

brings to the firm a well-deserved reputation as a trusted advisor to clients not only on contracts and

claims, but also on regulatory and data rights matters. 

In addition, Mr. Shipley knows firsthand the needs of clients, having served for many years as

corporate counsel for one of the nation's largest defense contractors. 

Mr. Shipley is based in the firm's Washington DC office and is a member of the firm's Defense,

National Security and Government Contracts Group and its Government and Regulatory Litigation

Group.

Of Mr. Shipley's arrival, Robert Novick, WilmerHale co-managing partner, said: “Lawyers with Andy's

experience and skills are in very great demand. Given that, we are thrilled that Andy chose

WilmerHale as the best platform for the next phase of his career. 

“Not only is he a go-to lawyer on just about any federal contracting issues but his many years as a

corporate counsel at Northrop Grumman provide him a unique vantage point from which to help

clients,” Mr. Novick said. “He is collaborative and entrepreneurial, making him a perfect fit for

WilmerHale.”  

“I am very excited to be at WilmerHale,” Mr. Shipley said. “The firm is renowned for its dedication to

client service, and the excellence and collegiality of its lawyers. Many of WilmerHale's lawyers have

held senior federal government positions giving them a deep understanding of regulatory and

federal contract issues from the government's perspective. Their background, coupled with my

years of experience handling these same issues from the contractor's perspective—both as in-

house and outside counsel—will provide our clients with the skills and expertise needed to navigate

the complex world of federal government contracting.”
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Before joining WilmerHale, Mr. Shipley spent the past five years at an Am Law 100 firm, the last two

as chair of its government contracts practice group. He was previously Assistant General Counsel

at Northrop Grumman, a large defense-aerospace contractor, where he served in various corporate

counsel roles from 1995 to 2012. 

Mr. Shipley graduated from the University of Maryland with a BS in journalism and earned his law

degree cum laude from Harvard Law School.
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