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COMMISSION GETSTOUGH ON INFORMATION SUPPLIED IN COMPETITION
CASES

On 14 December 1999, the Commisson imposed four fines on companies which had supplied
incorrect or mideading information to the Commission in competition proceedings.

The Commission adopted decisions imposing fines of €50,000 each on Deutsche Podt, a fine of €
40,000 on the Dutch arline KLM and a fine of €3,000 each on the brewers Anheuser-Busch and
Scottish & Newcadtle. In its press announcement the Commission indicates that the companies
had ether deiberady supplied incorrect information or been negligent in the provison of
information. Competition Commissoner Maio Monti commented that "[tlhese decisons
underline the Commisson's detemination to ensure that firms comply fully with their legd
obligations. Firms which fal to do so - whether deliberately or through a falure to take proper
care - should not expect to escape sanction in future™.

Under Artide 14 of the Merger Regulation?, the Commission can impose fines between € 1,000
and €50,000 when a company provides intentiondly or negligently incorrect or mideading
information in a natification or in a response to a request for information. Under Article 15 of
Regulation No 178 - the generd implementing regulation for procedures under Articles 81 and 82
of the EC Treaty concerning cartels and the abuse of a dominant position - the range of fines for
the same infringementsis from €100 to €5,000.

These decidons are important. The amounts in themsaves are not huge but taken with other
recent procedura fines - imposng fines of ECU 33,000 on Samsung Electronics for faling to
notify and putting into effect a concentration without authorizatiorf; €219,000 on A.P. Mdiler for
faling to notify and putting into effect three concentrations without authorizatior?; and €50,000
each on Sandfi and Synthélabo for supplying incorrect information in relaion to their merge® -
they suggest that companies deding with the Commisson must now be especidly careful to
comply with the procedurd rules.

In addition, it should be noted that the Commission is a present consdering proposing to the
Council to increase the amounts for infringements of competition procedura rules.
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