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Rising Star: WilmerHale's David Gringer 

By Bryan Koenig 

Law360 (July 23, 2020, 3:16 PM EDT) -- WilmerHale's David Gringer 
has worked on massive cases on both sides of the courtroom, 
contesting conduct and mergers as a U.S. Department of Justice trial 
attorney and defending deals in private practice, cementing a spot for 
him as one of the antitrust attorneys honored by Law360 Rising Stars. 

ON THE BIGGEST CASES OF HIS CAREER: 
As a trial attorney at the DOJ, Gringer took part in the enforcement 
case against Apple and major publishers accused of conspiring to 
raise the price of e-books from the $9.99 standard ushered in 
by Amazon.com Inc. 
 
All of the publishers ultimately settled the DOJ suit first brought in 
2012, but Apple forced the agency to trial, resulting in losses for the 
company at the district court and the Second Circuit, in a decision 
the U.S. Supreme Court refused to review. 
 
"It was a challenging case because it was an area where there wasn't 
much law. Obviously Apple was very well-represented, as were the 
publishers. It was a high-profile trial and a lot was at stake in the 
case," Gringer said. 
 
More recently, Gringer was on the team that successfully defended T-
Mobile against a group of state attorneys general challenging the 
company's purchase of Sprint. The case was a tough one, Gringer 
said, because it meant going up against state government attorneys 
to defend a merger between two companies that had been close 
competitors, although the presiding New York federal judge 
ultimately was not convinced that Sprint would remain a viable 
competitive presence in the future without the deal. 
 
"And we had complicated arguments and needed to explain them to 
the court in an understandable way. And I think that came through in 
the judge's opinion in spades," Gringer said. 
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ON HIS PROUDEST MOMENTS AS AN ATTORNEY: 
Gringer is particularly proud of the creativity he's demonstrated when questioning witnesses, both in 
depositions and on the stand, such as when he was at the DOJ during the department's challenge of the 
$17 billion merger of American Airlines Inc. and US Airways Group Inc. that ultimately yielded a 
settlement clearing the deal. 
 
During the third deposition held in less than 24 hours, Gringer was questioning a marketing employee 
who'd written a document the airlines hoped would damage the government's challenge, when Gringer 
thought to ask how the material was prepared. The answer: It came from a summer intern who wasn't 
hired at the end of the internship. 
 
"And then I asked if the witness would feel comfortable with a federal court relying on anything that's in 
this presentation, at all. And the answer was no. That was pretty much the end of that deposition," he 
said. 
 
ON WHAT MOTIVATES HIM: 
Gringer is driven by the search for the truth and a deep interest in a variety of industries. 
 
"That's really one of the great things about being an antitrust lawyer, is you get a deep exposure to the 
industries involved in the cases you're working on. Each one I've found more interesting than the next," 
Gringer said. "To get to know a business that well, … not just in the business in which you're in but many 
different businesses, is a real perk of being an antitrust lawyer. And something that keeps you going, 
keeps you at the same level of enthusiasm for each case you work on." 
 
ON WHY HE'S AN ANTITRUST ATTORNEY: 
Gringer also enjoys the sufficiently "unsettled" nature of antitrust law, which means that the work of the 
lawyers on a case has an important role in determining the outcome. 
 
"Good lawyering and good storytelling means a lot in who wins. Because there's enough flexibility in the 
law to have that really matter. And not every discipline, not every area has that," Gringer said. 
 
The challenge of antitrust law is also a major draw. 
 
"Antitrust cases are almost always ones where there are good lawyers on both sides. And so you're 
constantly testing yourself to improve. And you know that the other side is going to be strong as well. So 
if you do prevail, you prevailed over adversaries who themselves are good and are going to be putting 
you to the test," he said. 
 
— As told to Bryan Koenig 
 
Law360's Rising Stars are attorneys under 40 whose legal accomplishments belie their age. A team of 
Law360 editors selected the 2020 Rising Stars winners after reviewing more than 1,300 submissions. 
Attorneys had to be under 40 as of April 30, 2020, to be eligible for this year's award. This interview has 
been edited and condensed. All Content © 2003-2020, Portfolio Media, Inc. 
 


