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Rising Star: WilmerHale's Gregory Lantier 

By Ben James 

Law360, New York (April 16, 2015, 7:39 PM ET) --  

WilmerHale partner Gregory Lantier has helped secure 
victories in high-stakes patent litigation for Monsanto 
Co., Credit Suisse Holdings (USA) Inc., Apple Inc. and 
others while rising quickly through the firm's ranks, 
earning himself a spot on Law360's list of top intellectual 
property lawyers under 40. 

 
Lantier, 36, joined WilmerHale in 2004 and made partner in 2011, 
gaining a reputation as a savvy counselor and sharp litigator. One of 
nine IP attorneys on the Rising Stars list, he's enjoyed success in a 
diverse array of venues that includes the U.S. Supreme Court, the 
International Trade Commission, the Federal Circuit, the U.S. Court of 
Federal Claims and the Patent Trial and Appeal Board. 
 
Lantier said he got where he is by seizing opportunities when they 
presented themselves and using them to create more opportunities. 
 
“I've been fortunate to have worked with a number of more senior attorneys here at WilmerHale and great 
clients who have given me opportunities along the way,” he said. 
 
Even when pressed for time as a junior attorney, Lantier says he always tried his hardest not to tell a client 
or senior attorney “no” and that young lawyers looking to advance would be well-advised to do the same.    
 
“You should try not to turn down an opportunity when one is presented to you,” he said. 
 
That attitude helped land Lantier on the team that represented Monsanto and convinced the Supreme 
Court to rule unanimously that an Indiana farmer infringed a Monsanto patent on herbicide-resistant 
soybean plants by replanting his harvest, striking down the farmer’s argument that the agribusiness giant 
had exhausted its control of the genetically modified soybeans. 
 
Lantier cited Bowman v. Monsanto, decided in 2013, as a particularly rewarding engagement that involved 
interesting questions about the applicability of the patent exhaustion doctrine and how it applied to the 
company's technology. 
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“The exhaustion doctrine evolved at a time when nobody could conceive of the technology that Monsanto 
has since developed,” he said. “The question was how, if at all, do these principles apply to technology that 
can be easily replicated by a purchaser?” 
 
Lantier also helped tech giant Apple pick up a historic win in ITC litigation with rival Samsung Electronics Co. 
Ltd., when he and other WilmerHale lawyers convinced the Obama administration to overturn an ITC 
exclusion order that would have barred imports of some versions of Apple's iPhone and iPad. 
 
Lantier says he interacted with a number of executive agencies while working on that Apple ITC matter. 
 
He has also crossed swords with many opponents at the Federal Circuit, where he's represented clients in 
13 appeals with wins in 11 of them. He obtained a victory for Credit Suisse in January 2014 when the 
Federal Circuit affirmed a lower court's ruling that a slew of investment banks, securities exchanges and 
financial publications had not infringed data-compression patents owned by RealTime Data LLC. 
 
Lantier also represented Amdocs (Israel) Ltd. in a case where the Federal Circuit revived the company's  
infringement suit against Openet Telecom Inc. over patents for tracking and accounting for network usage 
for Internet service providers. 
 
At the moment, Lantier is defending clients including insurers Highmark Inc. and Erie Indemnity Co. and 
financial services providers PNC Bank NA and Citibank NA in patent litigation brought by Intellectual 
Ventures I and II LLC. In recent weeks, Lantier argued the Markman hearing for CitiBank, argued motions to 
dismiss on behalf of Highmark and Erie, and argued on PNC's behalf in a challenge to Intellectual Ventures 
patents at the PTAB.   
 
The Intellectual Ventures litigation is challenging because it involves mounting a defense to suits filed 
against many defendants in many different courts, Lantier said. That litigation also involves questions about 
the patentability of Intellectual Ventures' claimed inventions, as many of the patents are software patents 
that go to types of business methods courts have found unpatentable in the past, he added. 
 
In addition to a willingness to seize opportunities, Lantier credited more senior attorneys at WilmerHale for 
serving as mentors and giving him chances to succeed. He especially mentioned Jim Quarles, in addition to 
Seth Waxman and patent litigation heavyweight Bill Lee, as lawyers who enabled him to develop a 
significant practice of his own by this point in his career. 
 
“I'm lucky to have landed at WilmerHale because I've had many  mentors and people who gave me 
opportunities here,” Lantier said. 
 
--Editing by Brian Baresch. 
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