
One case that Mindy Sooter said 
she found most fulfilling dealt 
with solid-state semiconduct-

ing lasers.
She spent a significant amount of 

time on that litigation learning about 
how microscopic material emits pho-
tons focused on “a tiny little chip the 
size of an eye of a needle” that could 
generate a beam of light strong enough 
to reach kilometers through a fiber op-
tic cable.

It’s the kind of highly technical in-
formation she devours in her job as a 
patent litigator. 

“Some of the most fun I have in my 
job is meeting with technical experts,” 
she said. “You could easily spend a day 
on a college campus with a college 
professor and it goes by in the blink of 
an eye.” 

She focuses her practice in tele-

communications, electrical engineer-
ing and computer science. But in a 
previous life, she was an engineer as 
well as a perennial student. She earned 
her bachelor’s degree in electrical en-
gineering from Texas A&M University 
and her master’s degree in engineer-
ing from the University of Colorado at 
Boulder.

Before that, she worked as an en-
gineer at Texas Instruments and Req-
uisite Technology and a consultant 
at Accenture, prior to attending law 
school. She said she never knew law-
yers growing up, and the concept of 
becoming a litigator was completely 
foreign to her before she developed 
an interest in telecommunications 
policy during her graduate studies and 
thought a law degree would be useful 
in that space. 

So she got a law degree. She was 
also married and having children dur-
ing her studies. Her children are now 
in high school and college. 

In the present day, Sooter has de-
veloped a reputation that has both 
won cases and brought in new busi-
ness. Last year, she co-led a team of 
litigators for Comcast in defending 
the company’s intellectual property 
interests, leading to a complete dis-
missal of a patent infringement claim 
brought by Brilliant Optical Solutions 
in the District of Colorado. The court 
awarded Comcast about $425,000 in 
attorneys’ fees. An appeal is pend-
ing, but Comcast has called on Sooter 
again since then. 

Winning more business from Com-
cast was a gratifying result, she said, 
after she and her team “put a lot of 
heart on that case and really worked 
hard to get a result for the client.” She 
said that victory and a lot of others 
come through what she calls “pressure 
points.” 

In the Comcast case, she said her 
team found some weaknesses in the 
opposition’s case. The more they re-

quested information related to those 
inquiries, the more the other side 
squirmed, she said. 

“We knew we were onto something 
serious,” she said. “So we kept press-
ing, and sure enough, they didn’t have 
a case.” 

That poking technique helped in 
another case last year in winning a 
settlement for another confidential 
client in the Eastern District of Texas, 
which is a notoriously friendly district 
for patent monetizers, over claims the 
company’s electric meters that in-
fringed three patents for electric me-
ters with antennas inside the meter 
housing. The client was facing more 
than $500 million in damages. 

Sooter and her team were brought 
in to replace original counsel just a few 
weeks before trial, found documents 
through third parties and found evi-
dence to support the notion that her 
client had developed the technology 
first. 

“That’s when we learned they in-
deed gave us a defense,” she said. “The 
fact the other side was essentially 
making it difficult for us to discover 
the evidence that we wanted kind of 
tipped us off.”

Sooter is also a formidable pres-
ence in WilmerHale’s young Denver 
office, serving as a formal mentor and 
co-chairing WilmerHale’s firmwide 
Eastern District of Texas Working 
Group. She also mentors young fe-
male IP attorneys through the IP Inn 
of Court in Denver. 

She also steps out of her comfort 
zone in her pro bono efforts, vol-
unteering her time with the Rocky 
Mountain Immigrant Advocacy Net-
work, which provides legal counsel to 
adolescent immigrants under pressure 
from federal laws. She said it is diffi-
cult to navigate at times in the current 
political climate, but some experience 
with the laws while clerking in the 9th 
Circuit and a bit of empathy is all the 
motivation she needs.

“I have teenagers of my own and I 
think about how difficult it would be to 
cross a border by themselves and how 
scary that would be,” Sooter said. •

— Hannah Skewes, HSkewes@circuitmedia.com
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