
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Contact:  William J. Perlstein (202-663-6274) 

 
WILMER, CUTLER & PICKERING NAMES EIGHT NEW PARTNERS 

 
 January 14, 2004, Washington, D.C. -- Wilmer, Cutler & Pickering (WCP) has announced 
that the following attorneys have been elected to the partnership, effective January 1, 2004:  
Stephanie Avakian, David S. Cohen, Edward C. DuMont, Fraser L. Hunter, Jr., Ronald C. Machen, 
Bruce H. Newman, John A. Trenor, and Amy Kreiger Wigmore. 
 
 “Each of these attorneys has demonstrated superior ability and skill during their careers at 
WCP,” said William J. Perlstein, Chairman of the Firm’s Management Committee.  “Our firm will be 
strengthened for many years to come by their talents and energy.”  
 

Stephanie Avakian focuses on securities enforcement and regulatory matters.  She 
represents major investment banks, public companies and individuals before the SEC and 
self-regulatory organizations and also conducts corporate internal investigations involving 
securities matters.  Prior to joining WCP, Ms. Avakian worked in various capacities at the 
U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission, where she was Counsel to Commissioner Paul R. 
Carey (1998-1999) and Branch Chief in the Division of Enforcement (1997-1998).  
Education:  The College of New Jersey, B.A. 1992; Temple University, J.D. 1995.  (New 
York office) 
 
David S. Cohen focuses on complex civil litigation, white collar criminal defense, internal 
investigations, and anti-money laundering counseling.  Immediately prior to joining WCP, 
Mr. Cohen served concurrently as Acting Deputy General Counsel and Associate Deputy 
General Counsel with the U.S. Department of the Treasury.  Since joining the firm in October 
2001, in addition to maintaining an active litigation practice, Mr. Cohen has represented 
several public companies subject to parallel civil and criminal investigations by the 
Department of Justice, the Securities and Exchange Commission, and other federal 
regulators.  Education:  Cornell University, B.A. 1985; Yale Law School J.D. 1989.  (D.C. 
office)  
 
Edward C. DuMont focuses on Supreme Court and appellate litigation and on briefing or 
advising clients with respect to complex or novel legal issues.  Mr. DuMont served for 
several years as an Assistant to the Solicitor General at the U.S. Department of Justice, and 
also as an Associate Deputy Attorney General handling issues relating to computer crime, e-
commerce and privacy.  He has argued 18 cases before the Supreme Court of the United 
States.  Education:  Yale University, B.A. 1983; Stanford University, J.D. 1986.  (D.C. 
office) 
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Fraser L. Hunter, Jr. focuses on securities litigation, internal investigations, and regulatory 
enforcement matters.  He has worked with several major investment banking firms, broker-
dealers and other financial institutions that have been the subject of investigations conducted 
by the U.S. Attorney, the Federal Reserve, the SEC, self-regulatory organizations or state 
attorney generals. His practice also includes handling the class action litigation that typically 
follows such investigations as well as advising clients on regulatory compliance matters.  
Education:  Brown University, A.B. 1988; Columbia University, J.D. 1992.  (New York 
office)  
 
Ronald C. Machen represents clients in white collar criminal litigation, internal 
investigations, and complex civil litigation.  Mr. Machen served as an Assistant United States 
Attorney in the Office of the United States Attorney for the District of Columbia, United 
States Department of Justice, from 1997 to 2001, where he prosecuted more than 20 criminal 
jury trials in the U.S. District Court and the D.C. Superior Court and also argued and briefed 
numerous appeals before the District of Columbia Court of Appeals and the U.S. Court of 
Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit.  Prior to serving as an Assistant United States 
Attorney, Mr. Machen was an associate at WCP.  He returned to the Firm as counsel in 2001.  
Education:  Stanford University, A.B. 1991; Harvard University, J.D. 1994.  (D.C. office)  
 
Bruce H. Newman has extensive experience in broker-dealer issues, policies, and 
compliance practices, having previously served as Director of Equities Compliance and 
Executive Director at UBS Warburg LLC, Director of Capital Markets Compliance at 
PaineWebber, Inc., and Branch Chief of the Broker-Dealer Enforcement Division of the SEC.  
Education:  Rutgers College, B.A. 1987; Benjamin N. Cardozo School of Law, J.D. 1991.  
(New York office) 
 
John A. Trenor has a diverse international practice encompassing international dispute 
resolution and cross border regulatory matters, with a particular emphasis on international 
litigation.  He has frequently worked on high-profile, complex matters involving negotiation 
with various government departments and agencies in the United States and abroad.  He has 
particular experience in matters regarding public and private international law.  Education:  
Cornell University, B.A. 1991; Princeton University, M.P.A. 1995; University of Chicago, 
J.D. 1995.  (D.C. office; as of February 15, also in the London office)  
 
Amy Kreiger Wigmore focuses on complex commercial litigation.  Ms. Wigmore has 
extensive experience in biotechnology license disputes and has represented clients in cases 
involving the misappropriation of trade secrets, unfair competition, breach of contract, 
employment matters, civil rights claims, and test security issues.  She also handles 
congressional investigations and internal corporate investigations.  Education: University of 
Massachusetts, B.A. 1992; Harvard University, J.D., 1995.  (D.C. office)  

 
 Wilmer, Cutler & Pickering is an international law firm with offices in Washington, D.C., 
New York, Baltimore, Northern Virginia, London, Brussels, and Berlin.  The Firm has a broad 
international regulatory, corporate, and litigation practice, with more than 550 lawyers who provide 
the highest quality legal services to corporations, financial institutions, governmental entities, and 
individuals. 
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