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If you’re an M&A lawyer in Boston, you’re likely 
to be involved with a lot of technology and life 
science companies. That worked out well for 
Graham Robinson, partner and vice chairman 

of the corporate practice group at Boston law firm 
WilmerHale. Robinson said he has had an interest 
in technology since he was a kid.

Growing up in Weston, he got in-
terested in photography early — 
mostly out of his love of technology 
and gadgetry. “In 1982 I was bring-
ing a computer into the classroom,” 
said Robinson, pointing out it was a 
TRS-80 color computer, and it was 
hardly portable.

He’s still interested in photography, as an adult.
After living in New York, Robinson moved back to 
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vice chairman of the corporate prac-
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Growing up in 
Weston, he got inter-
ested in photography 
early — mostly out of 
his love of technology 
and gadgetry. “In 1982 

I was bringing a computer into the 
classroom,” said Robinson, pointing 
out it was a TRS-80 color computer, 
and it was hardly portable.

He’s still interested in photogra-
phy, as an adult.

After living in New York, Robin-
son moved back to Weston with his 
wife, a cancer surgeon, when she got 
a job at Massachusetts General Hos-
pital. Conversation at home tends to 
revolve around topics familiar from 
his workplace: Drug development, 
clinical trials and the biotech indus-
try. “What interests me generally is 
the fact that drugs tend to be success-
fully developed by very smart people 
working in small company settings,” 
Robinson said. “Efforts by large com-
panies have been much less success-
ful.”

The rewards are also greater for 
corporate lawyers, Robinson said. 
Working with small, emerging fi rms 
gives him a chance to step outside of 
the lawyer’s role strictly defi ned, and 
work with company founders hands-
on.

“At venture-backed companies 
pursuing a biotech or high-tech busi-
ness plan, the lawyer is in many 
cases a much more important part 
of the team than a lawyer to a very 
large company,” he said. “You have 
experience that they don’t get from 
other places.”

Ian Roffman
Title: Partner
Company: Nutter McClennen & Fish LLP
Age: 39
Education: Bachelor of Arts, University 
of Chicago, 1994; Juris Doctorate, 
University of Chicago, 1997
Residence: Brookline
Favorite vacation spot: Mount Desert 
Island, Maine
Unusual talent: I can sing two notes at the 
same time.
Favorite book: “That Noble Dream,” by 
Peter Novick
Favorite movies: “High Noon,” “12 Angry 
Men,” “The Verdict,” and just about any 
Steve Martin movie from the '70s and 
'80s
Musical artist: My sister, Sharon Roffman, 
who is a concert violinist
Motto to live by: Be prepared. Work hard. 
Have fun.

By Sean McFadden

smcfadden@bizjournals.com

As a partner in Nutter McClen-
nen & Fish LLP’s government 
investigations and securi-
ties litigation practices, Ian 

Roffman often represents senior 
executives from well-recognized 
companies in cases that are being 
investigated by the Securities and 

Exchange Commission 
(SEC). Among others, 
his client engagements 
have included a For-
tune 100 health care 
company and several 
national fi nancial ser-
vices companies.

“For me, a win is when you’ve nev-
er heard of my case,” said Roffman. 
“Because that means there’s been an 
investigation, but my client has not 
been charged — so it’s never become 
public.”

Earlier this year, the Boston Globe 
reported that state Treasurer Ste-
ven Grossman had appointed Roff-
man to serve as special counsel in a 
federal investigation pertaining to 
Goldman Sachs’ relationship with 
former Treasurer Timothy Cahill 
and Cahill’s staff. Prior to joining 
Nutter in 2007, Roffman served with 
the enforcement division of the SEC 
as senior trial counsel in its Boston 
offi ce. While there, he served as lead 
trial counsel in the commission’s 
fi rst market timing action — which 
involved Putnam Investments — in 
2003. 

The product of a family with a 
number of musicians and artists, 
Roffman has been actively involved 
with Volunteer Lawyers for the Arts 
of Massachusetts (VLA); recently, 
he was one of three Nutter attorneys 
who were recognized by the VLA 
with the Robert B. Fraser Award for 
Pro Bono Excellence.

Roffman, who is the father of three 
sons — ages 10, 7 and 3 — spends a lot 
of his spare time these days coaching 
youth baseball.

Aileen Rubio
Title: Senior scientist, In vitro biology 
Company: Cubist Pharmaceuticals
Age: 39
Education: Bachelor’s degree in chem-
istry and microbiology, University of 
Illinois, 1994; Doctorate in bacteriology, 
University of Wisconsin; 2000 
Residence: Waltham 
Favorite vacation spot: San Diego or Kauai
Unusual talent: Can sleep just about any-
where and almost on demand 
Favorite book: “Something Borrowed” by 
Emily Giffin
Favorite movies: “The Bourne” series
Musical artist: U2 and Sugarland
Motto to live by: Logic will get you from 
A to B. Imagination will take you any-
where.  (Albert Einstein)

By Mike Hoban

Special to the Journal

In her role as senior scientist for 
Cubist Pharmaceuticals, which 
researches, develops and commer-
cializes drugs used to treat infec-

tious diseases, Aileen Rubio co-leads 
a team of scientists in the challeng-
ing fi eld of drug discovery. She also 
co-leads a cross-disciplinary group 

that fi nds new projects 
to fi ll the company’s 
antibacterial pipeline, 
and manages another 
group that provides 
microbiology support 
for in-house antibac-
terial drug discovery 

efforts. To fuel the pipeline, the 
group mines the literature, investi-
gates “failed”projects from internal 
and external sources, and conducts 
experiments to determine if a com-
pound is commercially viable, and if 
so, what modifi cations can be made 
to make it such. 

Rubio is recognized in the broader 
scientifi c community for work on 
mechanisms of antibiotic resistance 
in the “superbug,” MRSA (methicil-
lin-resistant staphylococcus aureus), 
and in May, the Healthcare Business-
women’s Association recognized her 
as a 2011 Rising Star. She co-chairs 
Cubist’s Innovation and Creativity 
Advisory Team (iCAT), which seeks 
to identify failures more quickly 
in the drug discovery process, and 
also serves as co-biological safety of-
fi cer in a fi eld where chemical com-
pounds, biological pathogens and 
radiation can make for a potentially 
hazardous environment.  

Rubio cites a college adviser as a 
mentor who prodded her to change 
her educational and career direction 
from chemistry to microbiology. In 
turn, she mentors local high school 
students about careers in science 
and works with minority microbiol-
ogy students through the American 
Society for Microbiology’s Science 
Education Network.

Rubio says her current hobbies are 
playing superheroes and building 
plastic cup towers with her 3 1/2-
year- old.
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Title: Senior audit manager
Company: Grant Thornton LLP
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Education: Bachelor’s degree in account-
ing, University of Washington, 1997
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Lisa Russell, a senior audit man-
ager at Grant Thornton LLP in 
Boston, is a rarity these days as 
she’s worked at her accounting 

fi rm since she graduated from col-
lege 14 years ago. 

Russell says her loyalty to her 
company has to do with the daily 

variety her job entails, 
traveling to different 
companies — mostly 
manufacturing and 
technology — and 
working out in the fi eld 
on their accounts.  

“It’s ever-changing. 
You’re never doing the same thing 
twice, you’re not sitting in the offi ce 
all day long,” said Russell, who lives 
in Chelmsford with her husband and 
two sons. 

But Russell’s career nearly took 
a different turn. She started off in 
a dual major in international busi-
ness and Japanese at the University 
of Washington in Seattle, a course of 
study that may have eventually land-
ed her a job globe-trotting around the 
world. But Russell took an account-
ing class early on and loved it.  

When she’s not scouring the books 
at local companies, Russell can often 
be found road biking. 

She’s also been a dedicated vol-
unteer for the annual breast cancer 
fundraiser Susan G. Komen’s Race 
for the Cure. For the past eight years, 
Russell has volunteered for the 
event, and every year she organizes 
the Grant Thornton team that helps 
out at the race. 

“It’s a great event,” said Russell. 
“It’s pretty inspiring to be surround-
ed by very strong women.”

Meanwhile, Russell may very well 
remain at Grant Thornton for an-
other 14 years, but she doesn’t want 
to stand still. She hopes to eventually 
move into a partner role there. 
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