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EDITOR’S NOTE

To compile this list, Daily Journal editors and report-
ers considered hundreds of lawyers from throughout
California. We looked at every major practice type, in-
cluding corporate transactions, criminal prosecution
and intellectual property litigation.

The most important consideration was the work.

How have this lawyer’s cases impacted the law,
a particular sector of industry or society? That’s
the first question we ask ourselves in considering
each person. We also look at the candidate’s im-
pact on the legal community. Is he or she taking
a leadership role within the fi rm, agency or orga-
nization? Are they active in bar groups and public

service organizations?

This is the 20th year we’ve published the list, and
the remarkable thing is that the pool of worthy
candidates gets deeper every year. As you read
through this supplement, we think you’ll agree that
California’s legal talent is some of the best you'll
find anywhere in the world.

MicHAEL MucMON

COURTESY PHOTO

FIRM
Wilmer Cutler Pickering Hale

and Dorr LLP

LOCATION
Palo Alto

PRACTICETYPE
Securities litigation and enforcement

SPECIALTIES
Securities fraud

AGE
35

ugmon works in an area that

has generated considerable

heat in recent years due to

the likes of Bernie Madoff’s
infamous Ponzi scheme and major in-
sider trader scandals.

He represents public companies, of-
ficers and directors, investment and ac-
counting firms and broker-dealers in lit-
igation in state and federal courts and in
proceedings before the Securities and
Exchange Commission, the U.S. attor-
ney’s office and the Financial Industry
Regulatory Authority.

Many of Mugmon'’s cases involve what
he calls “highly sensitive government
investigations into the inner workings of
public companies and financial services
firms and potential misconduct by corpo-
rate officers, directors and managers.”

His clients are a mixed bag, including
social media, semiconductor and soft-
ware companies, an insurance broker-
dealer and firms focusing on alternative
investments — all involved in various
inquiries by regulatory bodies.

In dealing with those agencies,
Mugmon said, “It’s crucial to be co-
operative, educating the enforcement
staff and advocating strongly but pick-
ing your battles. That approach leads
to the best results for our clients.”

But, he added, “That’s not to say I'm
not willing or able to tussle.”

His practice, Mugmon added, is
complex and requires a fair amount of
strategic oversight.

“We’re working with people who often

are very scared and nervous,” he said.
“They are facing tremendous repercus-
sions for their careers and companies.
To achieve a good outcome is very sat-
isfying.”

Mugmon also maintains a litigation
practice covering securities class ac-
tions, derivative litigation, merger dis-
putes and general business matters.

In 2011, Mugmon broke new ground
when he and a Palo Alto colleague were
the two main California lawyers to rep-
resent Irvine-based Skyworks Solutions
Inc. in the very first arbitration to pro-
ceed to trial in a then-new and short-
lived confidential process in the Dela-
ware Court of Chancery.

Mugmon helped Skyworks to secure
a favorable settlement of its merger dis-
pute with Advanced Analogic Technolo-
gies Inc.

The confidential process was
designed to allow parties to resolve
their disputes quickly and outside of
the public spotlight. But last year, a
federal district court ruled that the
proceedings are essentially civil trials
and therefore must be open.

The merger remains intact, but
Mugmon is continuing to represent
Skyworks in related class-action liti-
gation brought by former AATI share-
holders in Santa Clara County Superior
Court. In re Advanced Analogic Technol-
ogies Inc. Shareholder Litigation, 1-11-
CV-202403 (Santa Clara Super. Ct.).

— Pat Broderick
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